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Sermon – Mathew 5: 13-16 

In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen. 

It’s a great joy to welcome you all this afternoon to our Blessing of the Pets 

service here at Christ Church Little River. It’s the first of this type of service 

since before the pandemic. Last year we were all locked up and we had a 

powerpoint of people’s pets and I made an online blessing to them all.  It’s 

so much better to worship together and to see all the different pets that we 

have. The diversity of our pets is just like our own diversity isn’t it? We’re all 

different and it’s difference that makes a strong and robust community. 

People with different skills, outlooks and temperaments. What you can do 

well, I’m no good at, and the things that I do well, can make up for some of 

the things that you’re not so good at.  This diversity is particularly important 

when we join together, even on a day like today when we make a festival in 

celebrating St Francis of Assisi who was such a champion of God’s created 

kingdom, the animals and nature. Today, here in this beautiful part of the 

world, nestled in the shadow of the You Yangs, with the bird song around us, 

we celebrate, with friends who have a community sized BBQ, and other 

friends who have brought sweets, and friends who are here as welcomers, 

and friends who are here as helpers. This diverse mob all coming together 

to make this beautiful occasion here in Little River. 

And I think these opportunities for community connection are really important 

for us both individually and collectively. In our Gospel reading today, drawn 

from chapter 5, Jesus tells his disciples, “you are the light of the world”: and 

“let your light shine before others”.  It’s the piece of scripture that we chose 

to reflect our Value of Community Connection. I wonder what Jesus means 

by this?   
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Chapter 5 of Matthew’s Gospel is one of its most well known chapters, but 

not for the segment that we have just heard.   The first 12 verses, 

immediately preceding our verses today, contain the Sermon on the Mount, 

also known as the Beatitudes. In nine different verses, Jesus describes 

people who are blessed. Blessed are the poor, blessed are the meek, 

blessed are the merciful, blessed are the peacemakers, to name just four of 

them. In today’s language, we might call it Jesus’ manifesto of being 

Christian. It describes a way of being, an identity, the attitude and behavior 

of a disciple of Jesus, and, it is in this context, that Jesus then goes on to 

talk about salt and light.    

In our reading today, Jesus says: 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No 

one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  

Having just described the identity of a follower of God, Jesus then focuses 

on his disciples and their role as believers, using the metaphor of light.  It’s 

a metaphor we can easily understand today. Have you ever flown into 

Melbourne or Avalon at night time and looked out of the window to see the 

vast city lit up? There’s certainly no hiding it. And when we light the birthday 

candles on a cake we’ve made for a loved one, we don’t go and hide the 

cake away in the pantry! We bring it out to the family room for all to see and 

sing happy birthday. In these three verses Jesus is saying three things.  
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Firstly, you are the light. Jesus is talking about the identity of his disciples, 

an identity which is as radical today as it was 2000 years ago. As disciples 

of Jesus we are all called to be light, to be merciful, to be peacemakers, to 

hunger and thirst for righteousness, to love God and to love our neighbour. 

Such qualities were as counter-cultural when Jesus was speaking these 

words, as they are today in our own triumphal, consumeristic society.  We all 

can be a ray of light to those around us by our own orientation towards love, 

humility, generosity, the qualities that Jesus spoke about and also lived out. 

We can all connect with each other in our community by being light to the 

other. 

Secondly, Jesus is asking us to be intentional about our belief. It’s not 

enough to put ourselves under the bushel basket so to speak. If we are lights, 

we should be on the lampstand, giving light to all who are in our house.  Let’s 

not hide our belief away. Let’s be strong and courageous, in our identity as 

children of God. I know it’s very easy to go with the flow of social expectation 

and hide away our love of God. Indeed, it wasn’t until I was in my forties that 

I was able to say publicly, in my part of the world, that “Yes, I love God and 

I follow Jesus”. How about you? 

And thirdly, it’s about both belief and behavior. Jesus said “let your light shine 

before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven.”  The way we behave, what we do, makes a difference to 

how people perceive us.  If we let our goodness permeate all we do, people 

will wonder, and with wondering will come conversation, and with 

conversation will come relationship, and in this way we can give glory to our 

wonderful creator God who provides all that we need to live full and complete 

lives. 
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So as we bless our pets today, let us all remember to be a light to the world, 

showing how God’s love for us, overflows in our love for each other, our 

companion animals and all those we encounter in our journey. Let our drive 

for community connection embrace the people around us, the animals who 

surround us and God’s creation.  

   


