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Sermon – 1Thessalonians 5.4-11 

Working Together 

"Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you 

are doing." 

Two years ago as I was preparing for my first interview with the Incumbency 

Committee, I started doing my research about the parish and hit the website. 

You might remember that the banner for our website back then was 

“Encourage one another and build each other up”.  I remember thinking what 

a positive message to be putting out there. So perhaps it’s no surprise that 

we have also ended up with such a positive Vision: Welcoming, God 

Centred, Thriving. There’s a similar sense of movement to it, isn’t there? 

Today we move from our Vision to our Values and start a series of weeks 

looking at our five Values, the first of which is Working Together. The whole 

description of this Value is “We work together in Christ, to build up His 

Kingdom.”  You might remember that at our Vision day back in February, we 

spent quite a lot of time talking about our Values, the things that we hold 

dear, the things that are important to us, the things that are ingrained in us 

as a community. And the group that drafted up the Vision and Values, took 

all those musings from the Vision Day and drafted these word pictures that 

more fully describe the Values as stated. And then in our first consultation 

period, Wendy O’Brien (and I hope Wendy doesn’t mind me letting that cat 

out of the bag!) suggested we also have a biblical reference for each of the 

Values, and we ended up with this quote from 1Thessalonians in support of 

the first Value, Working Together. So today I want us all to reflect on what it 

means to Work Together in Christ to build up his kingdom. And I thought I 

would give some initial thoughts and then we could do our normal 
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conversational thing and break into small groups before coming back to the 

whole group with our collective thoughts.  

We work together in Christ, to build up His Kingdom. I think this statement 

provides depth to the Value of “Working together”. Much has been said in 

contemporary management literature about the value of working together 

and I doubt we’d find anyone here today who didn’t see the benefits that can 

be created when we work together. I just cast my mind back to Philip and 

Soraya’s wedding last weekend and how such a beautiful event was created 

with many moving parts by people working together. Even those of us who 

value solitude, can appreciate, and even enjoy, working together, especially 

when there is meaning and purpose behind the working together activity. 

And meaning and purpose is what our reading from Paul’s First Letter to the 

Thessalonians is about. This letter is quite possibly the oldest piece of writing 

in the New Testament, written around 51 CE. It’s very much an encouraging 

letter to a new community of non-Jewish Christians in Greece and in this 

segment in the letter’s last chapter, Paul is encouraging the community in 

their identity as people of faith. He uses the metaphors of light and darkness, 

day and night, to describe them. They are children of light and children of the 

day, not of the night or of darkness. Paul encourages them to put on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and the helmet of hope in salvation. He says 

that whether they are awake or asleep, they are alive in Christ Jesus 

therefore, encourage one another and build up each other. 

And I think this reading speaks right into our Value of working together in 

Christ, to build up His Kingdom. When we work together in Christ, we are 

strengthened. I don’t know about you, but when I work, only relying on my 
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own strength, inevitably I become drained, irritable and isolated from God. 

It’s when I accept God by my side, working with God, allowing God’s strength 

to flow through me, that my efforts bear fruit. And I think this holds true for 

our joint efforts as well. When we work together in Christ, when we include 

Christ in our partnership, we do see the fruits of our labours and we do build 

up his kingdom. I have to say that our Alpha program is a wonderful example 

of this. There have been layers of people working together to create a 

positive, welcoming experience, and God’s kingdom is indeed being built up.  

So today, let’s talk in our small groups about what it means to work together 

in Christ.  What does that look like? How do we know that we are working 

together in Christ? 

And our second question is what does it mean to build up God’s kingdom? 

What does that look like here in Lara and Little River? What does that look 

like for this congregation here and now?  

 

 

Next week, Revd Warren will be talking about our Value of Relationships.  

Let us pray. Loving, generous and gracious God, we thank you that we are 

children of light not darkness, children of the day not of the night. Help us to 

put on the breastplate of faith and love and the helmet of hope. Help us to 

work together, to encourage one another and build each other up. In Jesus 

name we pray, Amen.  

 


