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Dear locad church,

This Church Life Profile contains your church’s unique results from your participation in the 2021 National Church Life Survey.

We provide this profile to you, along with supporting resources, to help you strengthen the vitality of your church, grow an owned vision and plan for the
future. This profile is part of a Church Life Pack of resources, including the Church Life Survey Workbook, to help you and your church make best use of
your results.

Our hope and prayer is that these resources will help, encourage and equip your church in it’s mission and ministry.

- The NOLS Research Team

Profile Contents

Summary Profile 3
A summary of results about the people of this church, what they value and prioritise, how they relate to God, each other, and the
wider community, as well as vision, innovation and leadership culture.
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Attenders’ demographics, patterns of attendance and involvement in church life.

A detailed look at each of the nine core qualities that shape church health and vitality.

l Detailed Review Part 2: Qualities of Church Health 16
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Weighing up Your Survey Results

It is always important to consider who participated in the survey and in what context. Compare the number of people surveyed (shown at
the bottom of each results page) with the total number in the church. Consider what else was happening in the life of the church at the time
of the survey and whether/how it might have influenced their responses.
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Dashboard

& Lara Parish

— 26 adult attender forms
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o Average age (years) 66
g Female 65%
e ) University degree 35%
= The People of this Church
S Non-English speaking background 4%

90 New arrivals in last 5 years 24%

Young people aged 15 to 19 0%

Value: Sharing in Holy Communion/the

Eucharist/Lord's Supper 58%
What We Value and Prioritise Value: Small prayer, discussion or Bible study groups | 38%
Prioritise: Creating a clear vision for the church 50%
Prioritise: Encouraging new approaches 46%

Experienced much growth in faith in past 12 months 38%

Private devotions at least weekly 81%
How We Relate to God Agree faith in God is an important part of who | am 96%

Worship services always/usually challenge me to

p. Y y g 359%

take action

Strong sense of belonging 92%

Found it easy to make friends 79%
How We Relate to Each Other

Involved in group activities at church 68%

Satisfied with activities for children under 12 years 23%

Helped others in 3 or more informal ways in last year | 57%

Involved in local church service, justice or welfare

How We Relate to activities 56%

Community Part of community groups not connected to local
church

46%

© 66 0 O

Feel at ease sharing faith with others 69%

Aware of and strongly committed to church's vision

Agree this church is ready to try something new

Attenders who perform at least one leadership or
ministry role here

Leaders encourage use of gifts & skills to a great

extent
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SUMMARY PROFILE

People of This Church

®

This Summary Profile contains a snapshot of your church’s unique results from the 2021 National Church Life Survey.
This profile is based on 26 responses from attenders aged 15+.

Supporting resources available at ncls.org.au may also help you to make best use of your results, to strengthen the
vitality of your church, grow an owned vision and plan for the future.

“‘ Demographic Profile

rrerrTRTITY

65% are female
359% aremale

N.B. The percent for those who chose ‘other’ will be included in
denominational and national reports. Figures have been rounded to
100%.

Marital status

589 are currently married

Age and Intergenerational Ministry

©6 is the average age of all attenders

239, are satisfied with what is offered for children aged
under 12 years

54% are satisfied with what is offered for youth aged 12 to
18

77% agree that people of all ages are encouraged to get
involved at this local church

You in 2021 | Lara Parish (ANM104, 26 forms).
You in 2011 | Lara Anglican Parish (ANM104, 38 forms).
Diocese in 2021 | Diocese of Melbourne (ANMO0000O, 2490 forms).

Ethnicity

819% are bornin Australia
199 are born overseas

17% are migrants to Australia

4% speak a language other than English at home

Employment
22% are employed full-time (30 hours plus)

61% areretired

Education

359 have a university degree

359 have a trade certificate, diploma or associate diploma
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Church Attendance and Background

Attendance

A
_/ﬁ\_ Patterns

Estimated attendance

No data was provided for this chart.
Please consider estimates of attendance for your church over time.

Number of people

I I
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Year

Source: Lara, NCLS 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

Attendance at this local church (including online) Attendance elsewhere (in person and online)*
969 are frequent attenders (monthly or more) 81% do not attend any other church

859 attend weekly or more 890 attend elsewhere, in person

739 have attended this church for more than five years 12% attend elsewhere, via online services

*Note attenders could choose more than one option

Impact of COVID-19

\éi)s(i)t/ing Current involvement compared with 2019 (before
° COVID-19)
Up to 5 years
27%
More than 20 years
42%
6 to 20 years 0 20 40 60 80 100
31 % Percentage (%)

@ Less involved @ About the same
@ More involved

A Switcher/t ; Visitor
witcher/transfer
Zy | 0%

Church Background 12%

.
Yenst

Newcomer
of attenders here are new arrivals to this local church in
24% 12%
the past 5 years
Longterm
76%
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What People Value and Prioritise

Attenders of this parish most value ‘Sharing in Holy Communion/the

n What People Value about this Church  Eucharist/Lord's Supper’ and ‘Small prayer, discussion or Bible study

groups’.

Sharing in Holy Communion
Small groups: prayer, discussion, Bible
Wider community care/justice emphasis

Practical care in times of need
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Praying for one another

Social activities or meeting new people
Traditional style of worship or music
Sermons, preaching or teaching
Reaching those who do not attend church
Contemporary style of worship or music
Ministry to children or youth

Openness to social or cultural diversity

Presence of a church school or pre-school

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65
Percentage (%)
a
— Over the next 12 months most attenders would like priority given to
<4l Future Priorities ‘Creating a clear vision for the church’ and ‘Encouraging new
I approaches’.

Clear vision for the church

Encouraging new approaches

Ministry to children and youth

Growing into a larger local church
Ensuring new people are included
Worship services that are nurturing
Sense of community

Encouraging people's gifts

Supporting social action and aid
Spiritual growth (e.g. direction)
Encouragement to share faith and invite
Starting a new church or mission venture

Don't know
Other area
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
Percentage (%)
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How People Relate to God

Q 27% spend time in prayer, Bible reading, meditation
% Personal Faith everyday or most days

E 40

>

E 389/ of attenders said that they had experienced much -

E growth in faith in the previous 12 months 27
=

-]
()]

10

Much growth elsewhere

4%

Much growth privately

Percentage (%)
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49/ Much growth here 0
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Some growth v
46%
No growth 96% agree their faith influences decisions and actions in
15% daily life
26% agree that ‘my faith in God is an important part of who |
am’

“*d Church Worship Services

During worship services here, attenders experience:

Preaching helpful to lives [Ga&d 23% 62% 12%
Music they appreciate K24 33% 42% 17%
Growth in understanding God | %% 48% 32% 20%
Being challenged to take action 9% 57% 22% 13%
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percentage (%)

@ Never @ Sometimes @ Usually @ Always
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