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Sunday 11th January 2026 
The Baptism of our Lord 

Service of Prayer, Praise & Proclamation 
Holy Trinity 10am  | Christ Church 4pm 

Bishop Brad Billings Presiding 
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Welcome to worship at the Anglican Parish of Holy Trinity Church Lara with 
Christ Church Little River. 

 
We gather in this sacred space on the traditional lands of the Kulin nations, and 

we respectfully acknowledge the current, past and emerging elders of the 

Wadawurrung people.  

Please note, our children’s programs are currently on break for school holidays. 

 

Hymns 
I will behold the majesty of God - Geoff Bullock 

MP 746 What a Friend we have in Jesus 
Power to redeem - Lauren Daigle 

MP 1003 My Jesus, my Saviour 
MP 162 From Heaven you came  

 
(TIS: Together in Song, EW: Essential Worship Kevin Mayhew, AHB: Australian Hymn Book,  

MP: Mission Praise, ATE:  All Together Everybody, HM: Hillsong Music) 
 
 
 
 

Sentence: 

A voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.’  

Matthew 3.17 

 

 

The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Sunday 11th January 2026 
 
 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82715954960 

http://www.ncccusa.org/newbtu/btuhome.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82715954960
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Prayer of the day: 

Eternal God, 

at the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan 

you proclaimed him your beloved Son, 

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: 

grant that all who are baptised into his name 

may keep the covenant they have made, 

and boldly confess him as Lord and Saviour; 

who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 

one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, Chapter 42.1 - 9 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

     my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 

     he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

     or make it heard in the street; 

a bruised reed he will not break, 

     and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

     he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

He will not grow faint or be crushed 

     until he has established justice in the earth; 

     and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, 

     who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

     who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon it 

     and spirit to those who walk in it: 

I am the Lord , I have called you in righteousness, 

     I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

     a light to the nations, 
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to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

     from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

I am the Lord , that is my name; 

     my glory I give to no other, 

     nor my praise to idols. 

See, the former things have come to pass, 

     and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth, 

     I tell you of them. 

Hear the Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of 

heaven: ascribe to the Lord glory 

and might. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honour due 

to his name: O worship the Lord in 

the beauty of his holiness. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the 

waters: the God of glory thunders, 

the Lord upon the great waters. 

The voice of the Lord is mighty in 

operation: the voice of the Lord is a 

glorious voice. 

The voice of the Lord breaks the 

cedar-trees: the Lord breaks in 

pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 

He makes them skip like a calf: 

Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild 

ox. 

The voice of the Lord divides the 

lightning-flash: the voice of the Lord 

whirls the sands of the desert, the 

Lord whirls the desert of Kadesh. 

The voice of the Lord rends the 

terebinth trees, and strips bare the 

forests: in his temple all cry ‘Glory.’ 

The Lord sits enthroned above the 

water-flood: the Lord sits enthroned 

as a king for ever. 

The Lord will give strength to his 

people: the Lord will give to his 

people the blessing of peace.
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A reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 10.34-43 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 

he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him 

on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 

were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 

is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name.’ 

Hear the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, Chapter 3.13 - 17 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John 

would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 

this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had 

been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 

opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 

on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 

am well pleased.’ 

For the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Message from Revd Nay Htoo 

Unbelievable—we are in 2026 now.  

What we learned from 2025 and what we choose to leave behind is up to each 

one of us. Some people may have had a good year, and some may have had a 

difficult year. I hope 2026 will be a good year for everyone.  

Some people may have good plans for the year, but those plans may not 

happen as they planned. This is life—we need to be flexible about what lies 

ahead. The Bible reminds us, “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 

past. See, I am doing a new thing!” (Isaiah 43:18–19).  

I am not someone who likes changing my plans, but sometimes I have to change 

them when things do not go as I planned. Do not be afraid to change your plans, 

even when you do not feel ready.  

It was not easy for me to decide to change my plans and move to a new place—

Australia—because I had to start a new life. There have been many challenges 

along the way, but I trust that God has been with me in this new beginning.  

If we carry what happened in the past into the New Year, it means we are still 

living in 2025 and have not yet stepped into 2026.  

Together, let us support one another and move forward with hope and joy in 

this New Year, 2026. Keep counting your blessings and live with hope in 2026.  

Let us commit this New Year into God’s hands.  

Prayer:  

“Lord, thank you for your faithfulness in the past year.  

As we enter 2026, lead us, guide us, and renew us.  

Help us to trust You, follow You, and serve You faithfully.  

In Jesus’ name. Amen.”  

 

Blessings 

Nay Htoo  



   

 

7 

 

Prayers for the Week 

World & Nation 

Let us pray for those who serve and protect us here in our nation and 

community: members of the police force and members of our Defence Forces; 

for wise, strong, equitable leadership and governance; for respect from the 

community, as well as respect from members for their positions of power to 

serve with dignity and honour and uphold justice and peace; and the chaplains 

that provide support and spiritual direction. 

Church  

We give thanks for Revd Nay Htoo as Acting Vicar during this locum period. 

Korus Connect (Dawn Penney, CEO); Anglican Development Fund (Julie Sizer); 

The Diocese of Newcastle (Bp Peter Stuart, Asst Bps Charlie Murry, Sonia 

Roulston), The Diocese of Melbourne (Abp Ric Thorpe, Asst Bps Paul Barker, 

Bradly Billings, Genieve Blackwell, Kate Prowd, Clergy & People). 

Community 

We pray for that all our volunteers will have a safe and refreshing break, and 

that they will return ready for a new year within our parish; with fresh smiles 

and ideas. We give thanks for the families with school children within our 

community, and pray for a safe, relaxing school holiday period for them too. 

We commit this new year to our Lord, and pray for new opportunities to serve. 

Special Need - Do you have a prayer request? Given this is a new year, we are 

starting afresh, to make sure our prayer requests are up-to-date. So, if you 

would like to be included or include someone on the prayer list, please 

complete a Prayer Request card or email the parish office. Note, you do not 

need to include specific details of your needs a name is sufficient. Please ensure 

you have the individual’s permission if putting in a request for prayer on behalf 

of another. 

In Memory   

Lindsay Henry Sanderson (13.1.1996), Florence Muriel Jones (15.1.1997), Betty 

Annie Wilks (16.1.2015). 

                                    May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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Notices (Please note these dates and place them in your diary)

Sunday Service Zoom Details 

Meeting ID: 82715954960 

No passcode 

Online Giving 

BSB 633 000 

Account 137 904 702 

The Melbourne Anglican 

Pick up your free copy of December’s 

TMA magazine from the narthex. 

Have your contact details changed? 

To update an address, name change, 

or join our emailing list, please email 

the parish office. 

Church Roster Availability: February 

Please email the Parish Office to 

advise any dates in February that you 

are unable to serve on the roster. 

Thank you         
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https://anglicanriverina.com/news/
https://anglicanriverina.com/news/
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Next Week Sunday 18th January – A Service of Holy Communion at 

Holy Trinity Lara and later at Christ Church Little River 

READINGS  Isaiah 49.1 – 7 Psalm 40.1 – 4 
  1 Corinthians 1.1 -9  John 1.29 – 42 

ROSTERS      
Welcomers  John Leeke Liz Hunter 
Readers  Tara Rieniets Bronwyn Thomas 
Intercessions  Wendy O’Brien   
Server  LeeAllan Urbanski   
Zoom  Gregory Medwell   
Hospitality  Wendy O’Brien Arleen Friswell 
Children’s Ministry  n/a n/a 
Prayer Support  Revd Nay Htoo Tara Rieniets 
  
 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Monday Office Closed 
 Lara Food Relief 10am – 1pm HT  
Tuesday Office Closed 
Wednesday Holy Communion 10am HT 
Thursday Morning Prayer @ St Laurence Park 10am 
 Craft Group 1 - 3pm HT 
Saturday Warblers 10am HT 
 Children’s Team Meeting 11am HT 

 
Please note, that groups and children’s activities are on break for the school 

holiday period, following today’s service. 
 

During school holidays, our office team vary their hours and format to include 
work from home hours, due to their young families. Please note, Tara & Sandi’s 

office times will be as follows during school holidays: 

¶ Tara – Saturday 9.30am – 4.30pm 

¶ Sandi - Wednesday 9am – 4pm, Friday 9am – 1pm 
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